
“An extraordinary rethinking 
of  food sovereignty 

politics beyond formal 
sovereignty structures and 

discriminatory discourses of  
settler-colonial states.”

Philip David McMichael,
Cornell University

This book uses social and political theory to critically examine 
the historical constitution of  contemporary alternative food 
discourses. While alternative food activists appeal to food 

sovereignty and agrarian discourses to counter the influence of  
neoliberal agricultural policies, these discourses remain 

entangled with colonial logics of  sovereignty and 
dispossession of  indigenous peoples. In particular, this book 

addresses the influence of  Enlightenment ideas of  
improvement, the use of  agriculture to establish ownership, and 

the production of  a white population in Australia. In 
combination with this critical history, this book brings 
continental political philosophy into conversation with 
Indigenous theories of  sovereignty and alternative food 

discourses in order to open new spaces for thinking about food 
and politics in contemporary Australia. 
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